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nursery, as the play-fellow of his little heir, Thomas Culpepper,
with whom her name was afterwards to be painfully connected in
the page of history, was subsequently received into the family of
her father's stepmother, Agues Tylney, duchess-dowager of Isor-
folk. It was an evil hour for the little Katharine wli^n sLo left
the paternal roof, and the society of the innocent companions of
her infant joys and cares, to become a neglected dependant in the
splendid mansion of a proud and heartless relative: and could
her brave "father have foreseen the consequences of this arrange-
ment, it is easy to imagine how much rather he would have placed
her on her bier, than have permitted the demoralizing associa-
tions to which she was exposed in her new home. The duchess
of Horf oik was so perfectly unmindful of her duties to her orphan
charge, that Katharine was not only allowed to associate with her
waiting-women, but compelled at night to occupy the sleeping
apartment that was common to them all. Unhappily they were
persons of the most abandoned description, and seem to have taken
a fiendish delight in perverting the principles and debasing the
mind of the nobly-born damsel who was thrown into the sphere
of their polluting influence.

Katharine, unfortunately for herself, while yet a child in age,
acquired the precocious charms of womanhood, and before she
had even entered her teens, attracted the attention of a low-born
villain in the household of the duchess, named Henry Manox,
He was a player on the virginals, probably Katharine's instructor
on that instrument, and might take advantage of the oppor*
trunitics too often afforded to persons in that capacity to prefer
his suit, and by degrees to establish himself on terms of unbe-
coming familiarity with his pupil. While at Lambeth she formed
a fatal intimacy with a female of low birth, of the name of Mary
Lassells, who was the nurse of her uncle lord William Howard's
child. On the death of lady William Howard, Mary Lassells
entered the service of the duchess of Norfolk, and was permitted
to sleep in the dormitory which the daughter of lord Edmund
Howard shared with the female attendants of the duchess. When
Mary Lassells repeated some of Manox's bold remarks to Katha-
rine, she was greatly offended, and cried, "fie upon him!" and
then, unable to control or defer the effusion of her indigna-
tion, she proceeded with Mary Lassells in quest of him to the
house of lord Beaumont, where he was, and there passionately
upbraided him with his baseness. Manox, by way of excuse, re-
plied, " that his passion for her so transported him beyond the
bounds of reason, that he wist not what he said.ft. Whether
Katharine had the weakness to be satisfied with this apology is

s